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ATTENTION: Family members with
e-mail addresses.

If you have an e-mail address and would
like to have your name added to "MyFami-
ly" home page, just send me an e-mail mes-
sage and I'll add you to our list.

The "MyFamily" home page is a new site
that I set up which allows us to put pictures
and genealogy information on line. At the
present time it contains about 12 pictures of
our family and my entire genealogy data-
base. It also has a chat room so that you can
chat with other members of our family.

Some of the pictures presently on the sys-
tem include: The Clarence Heck children in
1942, The Robert G. Heck family in 1946,
The Don Heck Family, Amy's Ultrasound,
My 1957 Chevrolet in Pasadena in 1962,
and the Heck & Henningfeld Family birth-
day party for Margaret Heck. If you want a
copy of any of the pictures, you can simply
right click your mouse and it will be saved
on your computer.

In order to get on to "MyFamily" you have
to be invited on by me. The system will au-
tomatically send you a user name and pass-
word. Only members of our family who
have a password are allowed to enter the
home page. This is a secure system, and
outsiders are not allowed in. There is no
charge for this service.

Once you are on "MyFamily" you can add
your own pictures to the site or your own
genealogy.

Several members of my genealogy group
have tried this system and think it is great.

Send your e-mail address to:
bheck@execpc.com

The Ancestry Of Thomas Burgess
1602 - 1685

The following articles were _found on the Internet
on the Burgess Home Page, and are a discussion
on the ancestry of Thomas Burgess. The articles
indicate that some liberties may have been taken
in establishing the place of birth and the ancestry
of Thomas. The articles were written by Joseph
Burgess and others.

"Thomas and Dorothy Burgess and their young
family came from Cornwall, England in about
1630 and settled in Lynn or Salem, Massachusetts
Bay Colony."
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All Burgess researchers have seen similar state-
ments - and some have accepted part or all as fact.
Our purpose in this article is to question the Corn-
wall origin, but first let us look briefly at the sup-
‘posed arrival date of the Burgess family in New
England."

"I do not know who was the first one responsible
for the assertion that Thomas came to these

shores about 1630, lived in Lynn or Salem, within
Essex County, Mass., thence to Plymouth Colony
with the Saugus (then part of Lynn) group. But
there seems not an iota of documentary proof for
the idea. My careful study shows no evidence that
Thomas was ever of the Bay Colony, it is apparent-
ly just an example of those myths oft repeated, sans
checking, by the copiests."

"These words are found in Burgess Lineage, a
typescript prepared for a client in 1957-1958 by
Winifred Lovering Holman Dodge, S.B., F A.S.G,,
whose manuscript collection is now in the NEHGS
Library in Boston. We consider her discussion of
the early Burgess generations in this country to be
the most authoritative and best documented we
have seen."

"For the first chapter alone, devoted to the pro-
genitor, Thomas Burgess or Burge, she reviewed
nearly ninety references and cited many of them.
The first official record for Thomas Burgess places
him in Duxbury on 3 July 1637 and shortly thereaf-
ter he is found in Sandwich. Until we see an iota or
two of documentary proof, we must consider any
statement of Thomas' presence in New England
much prior to this date as conjecture."

"For a time we too believed it very likely that Tho-
mas was from Cornwall; we now consider it only a
possibility."

"In the book, 'Ezra Perry of Sandwich, Mass.' by
Lydia B. (Phinney) Brownson and Maclean W.

McLean, we found Elizabeth (Burges) Perry, born
probably in or near Truro, Cornwall, England,
about 1629, was the only daughter of Thomas and
Dorothy Burges of Sandwich."

Benjamin F. Wilbour (also a descendant of

Thomas and Dorothy Burgess), told Mrs. Dodge of
his discovery of the Thomas Burgess and

Dorothy Waynes marriage record and added, "In
the Hartford Times someone tied him up to the
Burgess family of Truro in Cornwall who had a
Thos. bapt. 1601... I think this very wrong, as
people did not marry out of their class then, and
"Goodman" Burgess who could not sign his name
would hardly come from the gentry."

"Mr. Wilbour feels, as we do, that it is much more
likely that our Thomas was the one who married
Dorothy Waynes in York in 1628. However, there
is no proof either way."

"Other cousins, in more recent correspondence,
have observed that certainly our Thomas, who
served the town in every office, humble or honor-
able, from road-surveyor to deputy to the Court at
Plymouth and who was called a chief man of the
town, must have been literate. They point out that
because of age and other infirmities, many literate
persons have signed their wills with a mark.

"Mrs. Dodge, in Burgess Lineage, gives us a copy
of the will with unaltered orthography, with this ca-
veat: 'This seems to be an imperfect COPY; it is
from the official COPIES of the Plymouth

Colony Wills, Mass. Archives, made from the vol-
umes on file at Plymouth, Mass. In addition to the
unaltered orthography, the version given us by
Mrs. Dodge contains a significant difference: "Tho-
mas Burg his T mark (seal)." We thus establish that
not only did Thomas sign his will with his mark,
but that his mark was not an "X" but a "T." At the
time he "signed" his will, Thomas was over 80
years of age and his inability to then write his full
name is not proof of illiteracy. To establish that
fact, we must look at earlier documents bearing his
mark- "

Mrs. Dodge states, "It is entirely clear that neither
Thomas or his son, Jacob[2] Burgess, were able

to write, few could sign their names in that epoch."
In her chapter on Thomas, she cites documents
spanning a full thirty years before the date of Tho-
mas' will. It will be noted that in each instance




where his mark is described, itisa "T."

* 5 April 1654 - Thomas Burgis of Sandwidge sold
land to Francis Allen of Sandwidge,

acknowledged by Thomas Burgess seni[r] and Do-
rothy his wife before Myles Standish: "The marke
of Tho T Burgis."

* 27 Dec 1654 - Thomas Burgis of Sandwidge sold
land to John Jenkens of Sandwidge: "Thomas
Burgis mark."

* 11 July 1667 - Thomas Burge witnessed, by
mark, an Indian deed.

* 28 May 1668 - An indenture between Thomas
Burg and Edmond Freeman senr: "The mark of
Thomas T Burg senior." Mrs. Dodge included a
photocopy of a reduced photograph of this
indenture, clearly showing Thomas' mark asa "T."

* 4 Oct 1682 - Inventory of the estate of Mr. Ed-
mond Freeman, late of Sandwich deceased:
witnessed by the "Mark of Thomas Burge seni[r].

* 4 April 1684 - Will of Thomas Burg Sen[r]:
"Thomas Burg his T mark."

"A genealogist at the Society of Genealogists
pointed out the improbability of our Thomas

being the son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Pye) Bur-
gess, noting that in the will of the latter Thomas,
written 22 April 1626, his son Thomas was listed
last of six sons who had not yet "accomplished the
age of one and twenty," suggesting that he was the
youngest, born probably not much before 1613
and quite likely several years later. This conclusion
was supported by the 1620 Visitation of Truro,
listing no Thomas among the children of Thomas
and Elizabeth (Pye) Burgess.

Thomas died February 13, 1685 in Sandwich,
Barnstable Co., MA., USA, at 82 years of age.
His body was interred 1685 in Sandwich, Barnst-
able Co., MA,, USA, Old Town Cemetery.

He married Dorothy Waynes in Tanfield, parish of
Chester-le-Street, co. Durham, England,

1628. Dorothy was born circa 1608 in England.
(Additional notes for Dorothy Waynes) She died
27 February 1686/87 in Sandwich, Barnstable
County, Massachusetts. She was buried in Sand-
wich, Barnstable County, Massachusetts. She was
named in Thomas Burgess's will dated 4 April 1684
in Sandwich, Barnstable County, Massachusetts.

In April 1964 Benjamin F. Wilbour wrote to Mrs.
Frank R. Dodge (Winifred Lovering Holman): "I
think I have discovered the marriage of Thomas
Burgess, Goodman Burgess. From Paver's Mar-
riage licenses in Yorkshire Archaelogical Journal
#20 Page 74 [1909]. 'Thomas Burges and Dorothy
Waynes at Tanfield -There 1628." (His finding was
published later that year in the "Register" (Oct.
1964)).

Dorothy was born 1603/05. Dorothy died February
27, 1687 in Sandwich, Barnstable Co., MA._,

USA, at 82 years of age. Her body was interred
March 1687 in Sandwich, Barnstable Co.,

MA., USA, Old Town Cemetery.

" BURGESS GENEALOGY

The origin of the name of Burgess will not admit of
controversy. It is a title , civil or official. The
inhabitant or representative of a Burgh or Borough
is a Burgess. In England, the orthography of the
name is well preserved , both in Church and State,
and may easily be traced back for three or four
centuries; but in this county (USA) it has been cor-
rupted into Burghess, Burges, Burgis, Borgis,
Burge, Burg. The ancestral line of Thomas in En-
gland and the date of his migration to this

country (USA) , cannot yet be ascertained with full
confidence. It appears that he arrived in Salem
with a young family not far from 1630, and lodged
for a time at Lynn. A section of land was

assigned to him, in that part of Plymouth called
Duxbury, July 3,1637. This section of land, being
forfeited by his removal to Sandwich in the same
year, was assigned to Nicholas Robbins, November
5, 1638, who made to the former occupant some
remuneration for fences and culture. In the settle-
ment of Sandwich, Thomas Burgess became asso-
ciated with Edmund Freeman, Henry Feake,




Richard Chadwell, William Almy, Thomas Tupper,
William Wood, Edward Dillingham, John Carman,
George Knott, and Thomas Dexter. He was, a chief
man of them. In the Church, instituted in 1638, un-
der the pastoral care of William Leverich, he was
an original member. In process of time he became a
large landholder, and with advancing age he was
called Goodman Burgess. He served the town in
every office, humble or honorable, from road-
surveyor to deputy to the Court at Plymouth, for
several successive years. There is a charm in the
fact that the patriarchal estate has never been alien-
ated from the family."

"Benjamin, --the founder of the commercial house
of Benjamin Burgess & Sons, Boston, --a lineal de-
scendant of the sixth generation, held it in his pos-
session, and in 1863, could point out the old cellar
in which Thomas stored his fruits, and the bubbling
fountain from which he drank for forty-eight years,
--dying, February 13, 1685, aged eighty-two years.
His grave was honored with a monumental slab,
imported from England. This was the only monu-
ment, says Amos Otis, Esq., set up for any

pilgrim of the first generation. Dorothy, his wife,
died Feb. 27, 1687."

Thomas Burgess and Dorothy Waynes had the fol-
lowing children:

1. Thomas Burgess was born CIRCA 1628. (This
Thomas married Lydia Gaunt and was the line
from which the Wisconsin Burgess family is de-
scended. The line being Thomas and Dorothy,
Thomas, Thomas, John, Benajah, Benjamin.)

2. Elizabeth Burgess was born in Sandwich,
Barnstable Co., MA., about 1629. Elizabeth died
September 26, 1717 at 88 years of age. Her body
was interred in Sandwich, Barnstable Co., MA.,
Old Town Cemetery.

3. John Burgess was born CIRCA 1631.
4. Jacob Burgess was born 1631/36.

5. Joseph Burgess was born in Sandwich, Barnst-
able Co., MA., 1637. Joseph was fined for selling

liquor to the Indians in 1659 and was employed to
drill the Cavalry Company in 1660. He was a land-
holder in Sandwich in 1658 but was authorized to
look abroad for land in 1667. Joseph sold his prop-
erty in Sandwich to Richard Bourne in 1667 and
removed to Rochester, Plymouth County, Massa-
chusetts. Joseph was willed two lots by his father,
Thomas, with the condition that he pay John (his
brother) five pounds and on nonacceptance of
these terms the lots were to go to Ezra Perry (his
brother-in-law). Joseph died in Rochester.

The conclusion from all of this is that the ances-
try of Thomas Burgess 1602 - 1685, is not prov-
en. Additional research is being done to
determine the correct ancestry of Thomas.

The Henrichenburg Castle

The following article was found on a German In-
ternet site. Henrichenburg, Germany, was the an-
cestral home of our Henningfeld family in the late
1600’s and early 1700's. Our branch of the Hen-
ningfeld family lived in Vinnum, near Olfen up un-
til 1845, when the family emigrated to America.
Henrichenburg is not far from Vinnum.

"The Henrichenburg Castle was first mentioned in
the year 1263. There was a knight called Arnold
von Henrichenburg, who lived in the Henrichen-
burg Castle at this time. The castle was moated to
be protected against sudden attacks from other
knights. Henrichenburg played an important strate-
gic role in this region, especially against the adjoin-
ing County of Mark which was well known for
their warlike knights."




"During the following centuries the owners of the
castle changed very often. The last owner was the
princess Franziska Christine von Pfalz-Sulzbach."

"After the death of the Princess in the year 1776,
the castle was left to the orphanage at Essen-
Steele. Only one decade later, the castle was pulled
down. The building was out of repair. Some mate-
rial from the castle was used to build the farmhouse
"Haus Henrichenburg" which was built adjacent to
the old castle. The time passed by and the Henri-
chenburg Castle fell into oblivion."

Excavation of the Henrichenburd Castle

"In 1994, some parts of an old foundation were
discovered during construction work. Archaeolo-
gists investigated the find and they were sure: This
is the old Henrichenburg Castle. The archaeologists
examined the whole area and they made a lot of in-
teresting finds.

Old china found at Henrichenburg Castle

They found old china from the 17th century, glass
from Venice and even an iron glove from a knight.
It was possible to reconstruct almost the complete
water providing system of the medieval castle. Due
to the very moist ground, all finds were very well
preserved so that they are in an excellent condition
today."

Pictures from Henrichenburg today

HELP WANTED

If you would like to contribute stories, news ar-
ticles, Internet findings, or family photographs to
Our Family News Letter, please send them to me at
the address shown on the front page of this
newsletter.

Remember that this newsletter is free to any family
member but also remember that it costs me $150
per year to write it and send it out to you. I rely
strictly on contributions from our readers to keep
this newsletter going. Unfortunately, only a few of
our readers are regular contributors. To them I am
very thankful. The majority of our readers have
never contributed, and some only once or twice in
the past six years. If you are not interested in our
family history, just drop me a line or send me an e-
mail requesting that I remove your name from the
distribution list. I presently send out about 55 co-
pies every three months.

Your help in maintaining Qur Family News Letter
is GREATLY appreciated.

-]




33rd annual
Heck Family Picnic
July 18, 1999

On Sunday, July 18, 1999, we will again gather as
a family to celebrate our heritage and to enjoy each
other's company for the 33rd consecutive year. The
picnic will be held at the Light House at Wind
Point, near Racine, Wisconsin.

The events begin at 7:00 AM with breakfast at the
Hammez restaurant located at the corner of High
Street and Douglas Ave. in Racine. Golfers and
non-golfers alike are invited to attend the breakfast
which is a great way to start off the day.

Following breakfast, we will meet at Shoop's Park,
overlooking beautiful Lake Michigan, to begin our
annual golf tournament. You don't have to be good
to golf in the tournament, and everyone is invited.
Many of our golfers only golf once a year at our
tournament but sure have a lot of fun. Everyone
who golfs wins a prize. We also have special prizes
for the longest drive, the longest putt, and closest
to the hole. We throw in a few gimmick holes just
to keep things fair.

The cost for golfing is $5.00 plus green fees for 9
holes. The $5.00 is used to pay for the fabulous
gifts. You have heard of the coveted Green Jacket
from the Masters, but have you ever seen the Blis-
tering Red Jacket awarded to the top golfer at the

Heck picnic? Well there is one and it hangs in my
closet today, just waiting to be awarded to the next
winner. Will it be you?

If you're interested in golfing, please call Bob Heck
at (414) 421-7143 in Greendale, or Don Heck at
(414) 639-2124 in Racine.

We finish golfing by 11:30 AM, and then the fun
begins at the Lighthouse at noon. Each family
brings their own meat, soda, beer, lawn chairs, and
a dish for the house. All of the extras are provided.
Grills are set up, but if you have a portable gas
grill, you might want to bring it along because
there could be up to 100 steaks or brats going at
the same time.

A whole series of games are planned for the kids
and for the adults.

Family history books and photo albums are dis-
played so that you can look through them to see
your ancestors or what you looked like at last years
picnic. Don't worry, the weight will come off.

The cost of the picnic is $5.00 per family which
goes toward the rental fee for the lighthouse.

If you need more information about the picnic, call
Cel Heck at (414) 639-5370 or 639-6064.

Did You Know....

That Henry Heck was only 13 years old when he
came to America in 18527




Here is a list of our subscribers...

Art Antilla 15003 134th Ave. East Puyallap WA 98374
Jeffrey Miller 59 Rosewood Dr. Little Canada MN 55117
Steven Behrendt 3716 St. Clair Street Racine WI 53402
Norma Jean Collins 10756 Palatine Ave. N. Seattle WA
98133

Corinne Fenske-Wise 2283 Holly Ave. Lake Havasu City
AZ 86403

Bernard Kunka 2022 Michigan Blvd. Racine W1 53402
David Hansen 6973 Darian Ct. Dublin CA 94568

Steven Heck 35 Stewart Rd. Norwich CT 06360

David A. Heck 8179 S. White Oak Dr. Oak Creek WI
53154

Rick Heck 1207 Florence Ave. Racine WI 53402
Lawrence Heck 2813 Cleveland Ave. Racine WI 53405
Clarence Heck 3744 North Bay Drive Racine WI 53402
James Heck 1217 S. Division St. Barrington IL 60010
Robert J. Heck 9741 Palm Island Circle N. Fort Myers FL
33903

Robert J. Heck 4910 Steeple Dr., Greendale, WI 53129
Donald G. Heck 422 Cramford Dr. Racine WI 53402
Gary M. Heck 345 Chickasaw Dr. Westminster SC 29693
Howard Heck 2125 Glenhaven Ln. Brooklyn Park MN
55443

Alvin Heck 1049 Beacon Bluff Hts Colorado Springs CO
80906

Bill S. Heck 8218 South 88th St. Franklin WI 53132
Richard J. Heck 8 Greenwood Ct. Racine WI 53402
Alvin Heck % 6322 Partridge Hill Dr. Racine WI 53406
Mary A. Heck 1306 Jones Ave. Racine WI 53402

Joanne Heck 448 Sunset Dr. Burlington WI 53105
Shirley F. Heck 242 Meriburr Lane Racine WI 53402

Lee A. Heck 7006 West Becher #2 West Allis WI 53219
Cheryl A. Heck 5211 South Sunnyslope Rd. New Berlin
WI 53151-8019

Donald Johnson 22013 Ladeene Ave. Torrance CA 90500
Daniel Kelley 5836 Independence Road Racine WI 53406
Cindy Landrum 8 Dianne Ave. W. Pelzer SC 29669
Robert W. Merritt 181 McNight Rd. Apt. 112 St. Paul MN
55119

Richard Mills 6290 W. College Ave. Greendale WI 53129
David M. Pfeiffer 1W32754150 Spring Ridge Ct. Wau-
kesha WI 53189

Daniel P. Pfeiffer 2298 Woodview Ct. Naperville IL 60540
Steven M. Pfeiffer 5418 Four Mile Road Racine WI 53402
Marvin Pfeiffer 6322 Partridge Hill Dr. Racine WI 53406
Jeanne Pfeiffer 3548 Douglas Ave. Apt. 115 Racine WI
53402

Lorraine Pier 3920 N. Green Bay Rd. Racine WI
53404-1433

David Schneider 4644 Ruby Ave. Racine WI 53402

John M. Suchla 2149 Grand Prix Dr. Racine W1
53406-2218

Laila Suter 60 Ridgewood Drive San Rafael CA 94901
Cyndy Seitz 3457 Ruby Ave. Racine WI 53402

Carl Henningfeld 111 E. Parkfield Ct. Racine WI 53402
Adam Tappen 992 Ascot Dr. Crystal Lake IL 60014
Marjorie Ayo 4625 6th Ave. St. Augustine FL 32095
Carlton R. Caflisch 7501 Beluche Dr. Galveston TX 77551
Richard J. LaBerge 2717 South 51st St. Milwaukee WI
53219

Fred Mehre 7903 Buttercup Road Wausau WI 54401
Lolita Manske 3801 North Main St. Apt #4 Racine WI
53402

Rosemary Reynolds 1821 N. 4th Ave #309 Wausau WI
54401

John Havens 321 North Massachusetts St. Winfield KS
67156-1849

From the photo album....

Top: Don Heck in 1952, praying that someday he
might own a red Miata. Bottom: June 29, 1935,
Mary & Bob Heck with parents, John and Anna
Mikel and Margaret Heck.




More from the photo album....

Clockwise from upper left: (1) Tillie Kriva, Mike,
Lydia, Mary, Otilia, and Anna Mikel. Mary Mikel
is Mary A. Heck. Taken in 1924. (2) Bob Heck
wearing the coveted Red Jacket in 1998. (3) Henry
Heck, taken sometime after 1865. (4) Gloria &
Bob Heck with Aunt Eloise Mikel after a day of
fishing at Walker, MN about 1972.




