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Property Tax for Benajah
Burgess in 1799

Many of you probably received your property tax

bill in December 2024 from your local govern-
ment and you may have already paid them.
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Above is the Assessment Roll of the Real & Per-
sonal Estates in the town of Hoosick in the
County of Rensselaer, New York, completed by
the Commissioners the 13th day of December

1799, according to the directions of the Statute
entitled “An act for the assessment & collection
of Taxes.”

Shown between the two black arrows is the tax
assessed for Benajah Burgess, my 4™ Great
Grandfather in 1799, which is 225 years ago.

His Real Estate was assessed at $2,550 and his
Personal Property at $168. His total tax bill was
$2.71.

Here is how I am a descendant of Benajah Bur-
gess my Great-Great-Great-Great-Grandfather:

Benajah Burgess married Zilpha Matteson,
Benjamin Burgess married Rebecca Chase,
Patience Burgess married Peter McNulty,
Mary Ann McNulty married Henry Heck,
Robert S Heck married Margaret Henningfeld,
Robert G Heck married Mary Ann Mikel,
Robert J Heck (me) married Gloria LaBerge.

After I found the tax information on Benajah
Burgess, I decided to look up tax information on
our Wisconsin ancestors on the Internet.

Here is what I found:
Tax Search at Parkside University ARC Center.

1856 Peter McNulty, Brighton, Kenosha Coun-

ty, Township 2 N Range 20 E-1/2 SW Y Sec-

tion 23, 80 Acres, Value $480, Town Tax $3.87,
County Tax $1.88, State Tax $2.57, School Tax

$0.41, Collectors % $0.43, Total Tax $9.16.

1857 Widow Zeren Not Assessed in 1855,
Brighton, Kenosha County, Township 2 N
Range 21, NW-1/4 SW Vi Section 11, 40
Acres, Value $60, Town Tax $0.26, County Tax
$0.17, State Tax $0.23, School Tax $0.12, Road




Tax $0.29, Collectors % $0.06, Total Tax $1.13.
Taxes for 1855: Town Tax $0.26, County Tax
$0.18, State Tax $0.23, School Tax $0, Road
Tax $0, Collectors % $0.03, Total Tax $0.70.

1857 Peter McNulty listed as Peter McEnutly,
Brighton, Kenosha County, Township 2 N
Range 20 E-1/2 SW Y4 Section 23, 80 Acres,
Value $640, Town Tax $3.25, County Tax $2.78,
State Tax $2.74, School Tax $3.28, Collectors %
$0.60, Total Tax $12.65.

1858-1859 Peter McNulty, Brighton, Kenosha
County, Township 2 N Range 20 E-1/2 SW Y,
Section 23, 80 Acres. Paid taxes both years.

1876 Henry Heck, Personal Property Tax, Do-
ver, Racine County, Valuation $75, State, Coun-
ty, Town Tax $0.60, School District Tax $0.30,
Total Tax $0.90.

1876 Henry F Henningfeld, Personal Property
Tax, Burlington, Racine County, Valuation
$800, State, County, Town Tax $4.54, School
District Tax $2.86, Total Tax $7.40.

1877 Peter McNulty, Dover, Racine County,
Township 3N, Range 20E, Section 34, Part S
part E1/2, NE1/4, 4 Acres, Value $100, State,
County, Town Taxes $0.99, School District Tax
$0.42. Total tax $1.41.

1878 Peter McNulty, Dover, Racine County,
Township 3N, Range 20E, Section 34, Part S
part E1/2, NE1/4, : Acres, Value $75, State,
County, Town Taxes $0.74, School District Tax
$0.34. Total tax $1.08.

1879 Peter McNulty, The land described as ,
Dover, Racine County, Township 3N, Range
20E, Section 34, Part S part E1/2, NE1/4, 2
Acres, Was sold to Henry Keller who paid the
taxes on it on 31 DEC 1879.

1879-1884 Peter McNulty, No record of being
taxed in Dover, Racine County.

1864 Johann Heck, Volume O, Page 381, pur-
chased from Nicholas Wagner and his wife on 17
October 1864, for $800, land described as S-1/2
of SW-1/4 of Section 4, in Township 2-North
and of Range 20-East containing 80 acres.

Property owned by :

Johann Heck in 1864777

The map above shows the location in western
Kenosha County, Wisconsin of the 80 acres of
land owned by Johann Heck in 1864. His land is
shown as the striped rectangle located at the in-
tersection of highway BB and Highway J. High-
way BB is also known as 7™ Street and Highway
J is also known as English Settlement Avenue.

The gray area in the lower right part of the map
is known as the western part of The Bong State
Recreational Area.

Johann Heck was my great-great-grandfather and
was the first Heck in our family to come to
America. He arrived with his family in 1853.
The family consisted of Johann, his wife Anna
Barbara nee Schaefer, and their five children:
Peter, Anna Lucia, Henry, Joseph, and Clara.
Anna Barbara died in 1855 and Johann married
the widow Susannah Zeren in June 1856.The
combined family moved to Minnesota in 1857
but returned to Wisconsin during the 1862 Sioux
Indian uprising. The family returned to Minneso-
tain 1867.




Above is a photo that I took many years ago of
the home that Johann Heck lived in back about
161 years ago. The photo below is one that |
took from Google Maps Street View in 2025, of
the same property. The trees have grown and
many more were planted over the years.

The original home was just a one story structure.
After Johann migrated back to Minnesota in
1867, the new owners added a two story addition
on the left side, and attached to the original one
story structure.

When I took the top picture many years ago, the
current owners invited me in to view the original
structure including the hand-dug basement which
was used as a storm cellar. It was only about four
feet in depth.

The photo at upper right shows the current barn
that was added long after Johann migrated back
to Minnesota. If there was an original barn from

1864, it owners were unaware of its existence or
exact location.

Maybe someday | will find a photo of the Johann
Heck home in Swan Lake, Nicollet County,

Minnesota.
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“What The Heck” Facebook
Group Web Page

How To Join “What the HECK”

If you would like to learn more about our family,
join our Heck Family Facebook Group. Log onto
Facebook and search GROUPS for “What the
HECK.” You can then request to join the Group.
All we ask is that you state how you are related
to the Heck family. For example: My grandfather
was Alvin Heck or I married Jim Heck. Either
Cheryl Heck or Bob Heck will approve you for
access. There is no charge to be a member of the
Heck Family Facebook Group. Included in the
“What the Heck” site are many photographs,
document images, video clips, and family news.

Here is the web address for our group page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
Whattheheckfamilygroup/

Here is the address in smaller letters so you can

see that there are no spaces in the web address.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Whattheheckfamilygroup/
skeokokokoskokokokokok
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Document Found of Indenture

The document on the previous page was written
on 5 April 1830 at Ira, previously known as Ca-
to, located in Cayuga County, New York.

The document shows that Benjamin Burgess sold
his land of 50 acres plus 100 acres for $500 to
Alfred Foster, his father-in-law, from Hannibal,
County of Oswego, New York.

Parents

ST | Alfred Foster-2038
5 Jul 1774 - South Brimfield, Hampden, MA
Amanda Foster-1157 7 Mar 1849 - Southport, Kenosha, Wisconsin, USA
1799 - Catskill Area, Greene, NY
10 Jun 1886 - Somers, Kenosha, Wisconsin, USA ‘}—l: Hiofidabie Cadie 9678
Marriage: Abt 1828 --304 | 1776-
— i 1860 - Kenosha, Kenosha, Wisconsin, USA
Benjamin Burgess-494
Abt 1794 - Hoosick, Rensselaer, NY
Mar 1838 - Southport (Now Kenosha), Kenosha, W, USA

Children Bom Parent Link
1 Wiliam Everington Burgess-1158 2 May 1830
2 Martha Matida Burgess-1159 22 Dec 1833
3 Belinda Ruth Burgess-1160 1835
4 CyrusBurgess-1161 1838

Amanda nee Foster was a widow who was first
married to Russel Allen (1795-1828) in about
1820. They had at least one daughter, Mahitable
Allen born on 21 September 1822. Amanda mar-
ried Benjamin Burgess in about 1828. The In-
denture was written just about one month before
the birth of William Everington Burgess, the first
child from the union between Amanda and Ben-
jamin.

The significance of the Indenture on the previous
page is that it was found by using an Artificial
Intelligence (AI) system introduced at the Fami-
lySearch Labs website. The Al system is capable
of reading hand written text. The handwriting
must be neat in order to minimize errors. The

Indenture has some excellent handwriting.
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From the Photo Album...

Shown at upper right is a wedding photo of De-
lores Heck and Jack Gibson taken 17 September
1955 at Racine Wisconsin. Also shown in the
photo is Delores’ mother and Jack’s parents.

In the second photo at right is Richard Heck es-
corting his sister, Delores, down the aisle at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church. On Delores’ left are
Don Heck and his mother Mary Ann Heck.

The photo above was from a group of photo al-
bums in the Robert Gerald Heck family. It was
marked that this was the first grandchild of
Frances and Clarence Heck. At left are the par-
ents, Marjorie nee Heck and Donald Walter
Johnson. The child is Jerald Michael Johnson.
Don and Marjorie were married on 15 NOV
1952, and Jerald was born on 23 SEP 1953.




This newsletter is written and pub-
lished by Robert J. Heck.

Our Family News Letter is published quarterly
and is distributed without charge. My e-mail ad-
dress is HECK.BOB@gmail.com

Please feel free to copy and share this newsletter
with your family members. If you have old pho-
tos and a story behind them that you would like
to see in this newsletter, please contact me.

Contributions to keep Our Family News Letter
going are always welcomed and can be sent to:
Robert J Heck, 4910 Steeple Drive,
Greendale, WI 53129.

Many thanks to our many contributors who
help keep this newsletter going. Here are the
contributors in late 2024 and early 2025:

Ellen R. Stiner, Sue and Jeff Miller, Barbara and
Dave Schneider, and Judi and Steve Behrendt.
God bless all of you for your generosity and
support.

This family newsletter has been published every
three months since 1 June 1993 which makes 31
years and nine months as of 1 March 2025. It is

mailed to 60 family members and posted on-line

to all of our family members with the address.
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All Issues of Our Family News
Letter are On-Line

Our Family News Letters are now available to
you on-line and for free. There are 128 issues of
the newsletter covering the period from June
1993 (Issue 1) to March 2025 (Issue 128).

All of the issues are available now at the
following web address:

http://ourfamilynewsletter.com/

Each issue of the newsletter is eight pages in
length and is in PDF format so it can be read and
downloaded by any computer, tablet or phone.

Each issue is filled with the history of our

family. Each issue of the PDF file is searchable. 1
actually combined all 128 issues into one single
file on my computer so that I can search all of
the files for keywords and names. The file size is
huge and is 1.6 Giga Bytes in size.

The free program that I used to combine the files
is called PDF Toolbox. Just enter PDF Toolbox
in Google to find the free download.

“ in PDF24
different functions available in this free program.

+ Hereare
just two
Merge PDF of the

functions

Toolbox.

There are
I use Merge PDF to create a single file of the
128 issues of this newsletter.

available
E Split PDF
- 42
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New advances at the FamilySearch.org
genealogy website.

If you are interested in researching you family
history, I highly recommend that you try using
the FamilySearch.org FREE website. The site is
the largest repository for family history research
in the world and it is absolutely free.

The site is run by the Latter Day Saints (Mor-
mon) and is open to anyone. When you enter the
website you will be asked to register. You will
not be asked for a credit card number or in any
way for personal information. The reason for
registering is it provides a link for your research.
Only deceased people can be accessed by others.
You and your living family members can only be
accessed by you. You will be asked to create a
user name and a password and that is it. You on-
ly need to do this one time. After that any time
you go to FamilySearch.org you enter your user
name and password and you are instantly taken
to your data and your files.




Associated with the web site is what is called
Family Search Labs which is located at the fol-
lowing address:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/

Family Search Labs is associated with Brigham
Young University (BYU). Following is a de-
scription of the current resources:

At RootsTech 2024, FamilySearch spread the
word about an exciting new venture on its web-
site: the FamilySearch Labs. At the current time,
there are five experiments you can try, after sign-
ing in to FamilySearch:

1. Expand Your Search with Full Text — There
are a few collections that can now be searched
with full-text capabilities and keyword searches.
A video is available for explaining the search
tips that are available.

2. Family Group Trees — Family group trees let
you share important family memories and infor-
mation with close living family. You can create
family groups and invite them to share your fam-
ily group trees.

3. Find Help with AI Search — Use Al queries to
find answers in the Help Center, the Fami-
lySearch WIki, RootsTech videos, etc.

4. Together by FamilySearch — Share stories,
memories, activities, etc. across family groups
and with an app on mobile devices.

5. Profile Quality Score — Choose from a number
of selected ancestor profiles in FamilySearch and
see how the information is rated for quality, from
low to high. Sources are evaluated and potential
data problems are identified so that profile in-
formation can be improved.

These new features are still in testing mode and
should be finalized later this year. The Family
History Guide will have documentation for the
features when they are finished.

The one that I use the most is number 1 above.
That is what I used to find the document on page
4 of this newsletter.

fq!\ .

Expand your search with Full
Text

Unlock hidden discoveries in historical

records that have never been searchable
until now.

TURN OFF

Go To Experiment

This is the symbol that I used. Just click on Go
To Experiment when in the webpage and enter a
name of a person you are researching and a place
such as a State.

As an example I entered “Clarence Heck” and
Racine, Wisconsin and I found his WWII draft
registration (shown below), Clarence as a wit-
ness for a friend applying for citizenship, and
several obituaries.

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. Naue (Print) ORDER NUMBER

2495 f'la-lﬁ’enet )’1"6718!1 HL_%c_k 557

dddddddd

5. BZACE OF BinmE 5 c%w TRy
ez
ul? Ly h 7. Ta n

DATE OF BIRTH

Tros 2763 T J&n 27 I'iosJ LU:sc 25 Sy b s4Z
B e

7. NAME OF PERSON WHO u WAYS Kwuw Yolm ADDRESS 8. RH.A toNsace o Taas

_Mes. Ff,ﬁ nees E(fdﬂ%ﬁ,‘fﬂlf{ecé Lu (/Fg

(he., Mrs.. Miss)
9. ADDRESS OF THAT PERSON

1434 /V;/u/aukeeﬁd.f«uhg P“g{:l»e, cwl;f)/f/s.

(Number and streat or R, F.
10, EMPLOVER'S NAME

od1me Mane Fa.z:?uf/nc@

1L. PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS
/7Th and (Ve [ 5¢ l@«m»ﬁa /Pacrm- Lhsc
(Number and street or R. F. D. number} K o N T tate)

T AFFIRM TIAT | HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT Tx-m\r A = TRUE.

REGISTRATION CARD 'S
D. 8. 8. Form 1 105 .

(oven)

If you would like to view a video on YouTube
just enter the following address in your browser.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KilgciUvgFk




More Photos from the Photo Album

The photos at left were found in a photo album
labeled “Robert G Heck album 2”. Yes, there
was also an album 1 and it contained mostly
photos of his girlfriends before he got married.

The top left photo shows Margaret Frederica nee
Henningfeld Heck holding her granddaughter
Joanne Mary Heck born 10 March 1936 at Ra-
cine, Wisconsin.

The middle left photo shows Joanne Mary Heck
with her parents, Stella and Alvin Heck.

The lower left photo shows from left to right:
Robert Gerald Heck, Bernice Mary nee Heck
Bark, and Alvin James Heck in a Christmas pho-
to. Robert, Bernice, and Alvin were siblings and
children of Robert Steven Heck and Margaret
Frederica Henningfeld.

The photo above right shows Bernice with her
brother Edward Christopher Heck. Edward Heck
died on 8 OCT 1931 from Myocarditis and Mi-
tral Regurgitation. Contributory causes: inflam-
matory rheumatism. His obituary stated that he
died at his home at 1335 North Main St. in Ra-
cine after a lingering illness. He was a student at
St. Joseph's school and was 15 years of age.

The photo above left shows Bernice Heck in her
1* Communion dress.




